The cost effectiveness of Air Force optometry.
A study was performed which attempted to assess the relative value of a military optometric practice and to provide epidemiological information on ocular pathologies typical in that practice setting. A mock billing system was employed which assessed fees against patient examinations and procedures using Current Procedural Terminology codes. The fees were determined from a survey of the fee structures of local optometrists. The study showed that the military optometric practice was cost effective in relation to the cost that would be incurred through civilian referral. It also demonstrated that military optometric practice is full in scope and encounters a wide variety of pathological entities above and beyond standard refractive modalities.